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Abstract
We study the Type IIA NS five-brane wrapped on a Calabi-Yau manifold
X in a double-scaled decoupling limit. We calculate the euclidean partition
function in the presence of a flat RR 3-form field. The classical contribution
is given by a sum over fluxes of the self-dual tensor field which reduces to a
theta-function. The quantum contributions are computed using a T-dual IIB
background where the five-branes are replaced by an ALE singularity. Using
the supergravity effective action we find that the loop corrections to the free
energy are given by B-model topological string amplitudes. This seems to
provide a direct link between the double-scaled little strings on the five-brane
worldvolume and topological strings. Both the classical and quantum con-
tributions to the partition function satisfy (conjugate) holomorphic anomaly
equations, which explains an observation of Witten relating topological string
theory to the quantization of three-form fields.
1. Introduction and Summary
The type IIA Neveu-Schwarz five-brane remains one of the more mysterious objects in
string theory. Its world-volume theory is described by six-dimensional little strings [1, 2,
3, 4, 5] that in the low-energy limit reduce to a (2,0) superconformal field theory which
contains self-dual two-form fields. One of the problems of the five-brane world-volume
theory is that it is in general quite hard to work with self-dual tensor fields since they
do not allow a straightforward covariant Lagrangian formulation. A second problem, the
fact that little string theory did not seem to have a natural weak coupling limit, was
illuminated by Giveon and Kutasov in [6, 7], where they found a double scaling limit
in which the world-volume theory decouples from the space-time theory and moreover a
weak coupling expansion exists. In this paper we investigate the type IIA NS five-brane
in a similar limit that involves the background RR three-form field. The concrete aim of
this paper will be to calculate the quantum corrected euclidean partition function of the
five-brane, wrapped on a Calabi-Yau manifold X in the presence of a flat RR 3-form field
C on X .
The motivation for this calculation is twofold. First of all a computation of the partition
function allows us to learn more about the little string theory itself. Since a wrapped
brane has a natural twisted supersymmetry algebra the partition function can be viewed
as a supersymmetric index [8] and as such it decouples from certain moduli. Indeed we
will see that it only depends on the complex structure moduli (or equivalently, conformal
structure) and RR background of X . That is, the five-brane partition function only
depends on the IIA hypermultiplet moduli of the Calabi-Yau.
This last observation is closely related to a second application of our computation. In type
IIA Calabi-Yau compactifications there are possible five-brane instanton contributions to
the hypermultiplet metric and other four-dimensional quantities coming from euclidean
NS five-branes wrapping the CY [9]. In the low energy decoupling limit these contributions
are represented by the five-brane partition function coupled to the RR background field.
So our computation could be helpful in determining these instanton corrections.
We will find that the free energy F can be expressed as a semiclassical expansion in the
effective string coupling constant. The classical contribution is given by the sum over
fluxes of the self-dual tensor field that lives on the five-brane. This result is familiar [10]
(see also e.g. [11, 12, 13]) and can be expressed as a theta-function,
ZclX = Θα,β(x; z) (1.1)
which depends on the fluxes x of the C-field, on the coordinates z of the complex structure
moduli space of X , and on a choice of a kind of “spin structure” on X given by α, β.
We claim however that in this particular double-scaled decoupling limit there are non-
trivial quantum corrections, even in the case of a single five-brane due to the presence
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of the background C field. The crucial ingredient in deriving the quantum part of the
result will be the fact that we can change to a T-dual point of view where we can deduce
the exact quantum contributions. It is known [14] that a configuration of k euclidean NS
five-branes in Type IIA string theory compactified on X × R4 can be T-dualized to a
Type IIB compactification without five-branes but with a non-trivial metric of the form
X ×M4. Here M4 is an ALE background of type Ak−1 also known as a gravitational
instanton. Since we go from the IIA to the IIB theory with a T-duality transverse to
the Calabi-Yau the compactification X does not change — this in contrast with mirror
symmetry.
We will argue that in our limit, the relevant terms in the low-energy supergravity de-
scription of this system will be the so-called F-terms (BPS saturated terms) that can be
computed from B-model topological string amplitudes. These terms have the form
S =
∑
g>0
∫
M4
Fg(z, z)T 2g−2R− ∧ R−, (1.2)
where T is the so-called graviphoton field and R− the anti-self-dual part of the Riemann
curvature. On an ALE singularity the curvature term gives a localized δ-function contri-
bution that corresponds to the decoupled five-brane quantum effective action in the IIA
picture. So we are led to the conclusion that quantum partition function is given by
ZquX = exp
∑
g>0
Fg(z, z)λ2g−2, (1.3)
where λ is the effective string coupling constant proportional to the expectation value of
T . The full answer for the partition function,
ZX = Z
cl
X · ZquX , (1.4)
is then obtained by combining the classical and quantum contributions.
As we will explain in more detail later, in the simple case of X = K3 × T 2, where by
supersymmetry the higher loop terms Fg>1 vanish, this gives the familiar result
ZK3×T 2 =
θ4,20(τ, τ¯ )
η(τ)24
, (1.5)
where τ is the modulus of the torus. In this expression, the Narain theta-function comes
from the classical sum over fluxes and the eta-function results from the F1 one-loop term.
So, in some sense our results suggest that this form of “theta/eta”, so familiar from chiral
conformal field theories in two dimensions, generalizes naturally to Calabi-Yau manifolds.
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Remarkably the classical and the quantum part of the partition function both satisfy
(actually conjugated) holomorphic anomaly equations. This anomaly equation was first
derived by by Bershadsky, Cecotti, Ooguri and Vafa [15, 16] in the case of the topological
string amplitudes. Subsequently Witten [17] observed that a similar relation can be
obtained by quantizing the space of flat three-forms H3(X ;R). In the latter case the
corresponding wave function is naturally given by the theta-function Θ which appears here
as the classical contribution of the five-brane partition function. The two contributions
can thus be regarded to take values in dual line bundles over the moduli space of complex
structures on X .
This paper is organized as follows. We begin with a description of our system and the limit
we take in section 2. In section 3 we evaluate the classical part of the partition function
for a single NS five-brane in type IIA string theory. We pay particular attention to the
fact that the two-form field appearing in the action has a self-dual field strength, using
methods developed by Witten [10]. We also consider two specific examples to clarify our
results. The first is an NS five-brane wrapped on a K3×T 2 manifold; the second example
considers a Z2-orbifold of this [18] which in most respects — though not in all, as we will
discuss — is a Calabi-Yau manifold. After this, we describe the quantum contributions
to the partition function in section 4 — now with an arbitrary number of five-branes in a
Coulomb phase. We cannot really derive these contributions from our IIA point of view,
so here we change to the T-dual description. We first check that the classical result in this
picture agrees with the one we obtained on the IIA side, and then derive the expression
for the quantum contributions. After this we come back to the two examples we studied in
section 3. In section 5, we make some interesting remarks and state some open questions
about our results. Section 6 contains our conclusions, and appendix A contains the more
detailed calculations that we need in order to derive the holomorphic anomaly equation
in section 5.
2. Description of the system
The system we study in this paper has two T-dual descriptions. We will begin by describ-
ing the system from a type IIA point of view, and then explain what the same system
looks like if we T-dualize it to a type IIB system.
2.1. The type IIA picture
We compactify euclidean type IIA string theory on a fixed Calabi-Yau threefold X . In
this theory, we put k euclidean NS five-brane instantons that are completely wrapped
around the CY and hence are point-like in the remaining four space-time directions. We
3
denote the generic distance between these five-branes in four-dimensional space by ∆x.
Following Giveon and Kutasov [6, 7], we define a mass scale
mW ≡ ∆x
gAs ls
. (2.1)
Here gAs , ls denote the usual type IIA string coupling constant and the string length.
Originally, this quantity was defined for NS five-branes in IIB string theory where it
can be interpreted as the mass (in units of the string mass) of a “W-boson” formed by
stretching a D-string between two of the five-branes. Of course in IIA theory there are no
D-strings, but we can for example interpret this quantity as the mass density of stretching
D2-branes in string units. We want to take a limit where ∆x → 0, but the five-branes
can still be viewed as independent objects in a Coulomb phase. This can be done, as was
argued in [6, 7], by sending gAs → 0 as well, in such a way that mW is large. In fact, as
we shall explain below, we want to take a limit where mW →∞.
Since gAs goes to zero, the theory on the NS five-branes decouples from the bulk string
theory, and we obtain little string theory. (Besides the references mentioned in the in-
troduction, we refer to [19] for a review of little string theory.) Moreover, Giveon and
Kutasov argue that this theory becomes weakly coupled if we take mW large. Of course,
since the masses of the objects that stretch between the five-branes become large, the the-
ories on the different five-branes will also decouple from each other. This means we are
indeed in a Coulomb phase, and we will use this fact later on to argue that the partition
function of the full system can be written as the k-th power of the partition function of
a single five-brane.
The low-energy theory on the five-brane contains a self-dual two-form field, five scalar
fields and the fermions needed for supersymmetry. Of the bosonic fields, the self-dual two-
form will be the only one that we consider in this paper. Four of the scalars correspond
to the position of the five-brane, which in our setup is fixed. We should really take the
fifth scalar Y , which corresponds to the position of the five-brane on the M-theory circle,
into account. However, note that we will generally assume that the Calabi-Yau has strict
SU(3) holonomy and therefore does not have any non-trivial 1-cycles. So the classical
solutions of the field equations for Y cannot have any winding number, and only the
constant field configuration contributes∗.
We will also turn on a background flat Ramond-Ramond three-form field C which along
the directions of X will have dC = 0. This field can have fluxes through three-cycles of
the Calabi-Yau, and it will couple to the field strength H = dB of the self-dual two-form
field living on the five-branes. Technically it is classified by an element of H3(X,U(1)).
(Extra subtleties in the quantization coming from the K-theory interpretation of RR fields
are absent for CY three-folds, since there is no discrete torsion.)
∗In our example of K3 × T 2, there are 1-cycles, and we will have to take the winding numbers of Y
into account.
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2.2. The type IIB picture
When we compactify the system described above on an extra circle, we can do a T-duality
in this direction. It is known [14] that after such a T-duality, the five-branes disappear,
but the geometry of the resulting space becomes non-trivial and we obtain a Taub-NUT
space. If we let the compactification circle grow to infinite size on the IIB-side, this space
degenerates into an ALE-space of type Ak−1, where k is the number of five-branes on the
IIA-side. There is a problem with the case k = 1 here, which we will discuss in section
5.3.
Now let us investigate what the limit described in the previous section corresponds to on
the type IIB-side. After a T-duality, the string coupling constant is
gBs = g
A
s
ls
RA
, (2.2)
where RA is the size of the compactifying circle. Now if we would have put our five-
branes at fixed angles around the circle, RA would be proportional to ∆x, and we arrive
at the result that the string coupling constant on the IIB-side is inversely proportional
to mW . In particular, it will go to zero in our limit. Note that this also implies that the
four-dimensional Planck length
lp = g
B
s ls (2.3)
is small compared to all other lengths in the IIB geometry, so that we can trust the
supergravity approximation to the IIB string theory.
Since the C-field in the IIA theory had all its legs along the Calabi-Yau, after T-duality
it will become a four-form C4 which from the four-dimensional point of view looks like
a set of Abelian one-form gauge fields — where each three-cycle of the Calabi-Yau gives
rise to a single gauge field†. The equations dC = 0 of course have implications for these
gauge fields, which we will discuss in detail in section 4.2.
There is one special gauge field, the so-called graviphoton, which as we shall see cor-
responds to the part of the four-form that multiplies the holomorphic (3,0)-form of the
Calabi Yau manifold. This field will play an important role in our determination of the
quantum contributions to the five-brane partition function. On the ALE-space, this field
will have fluxes through the vanishing two-cycles, and an overall flux T0 through the
two-sphere at infinity, which is the boundary of the four-dimensional space without the
T-duality circle. We will be sending this overall flux (appropriately scaled by powers of
the string length) to infinity in such a way that the combination
λ = gsT0 (2.4)
†More precisely, we should take half of the cycles here, since a dual pair of cycles gives a Hodge-dual
pair of gauge fields related by an electromagnetic duality.
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is held finite. We will see that λ is be the effective string coupling constant in our final
result.
3. The classical five-brane partition sum in type IIA
In this section, we want to calculate the classical contribution (i.e. the contribution coming
from solutions to the equations of motion) to the five-brane partition function in the IIA
setup we described in the previous section. As we argued there, in the particular limit we
take we expect the partition function of k five-branes to be simply given by the k-th power
of the partition function for one five-brane, so throughout this section we will concentrate
on a single five-brane. Note that from a four-dimensional point of view, the sum over
classical field configurations on the five-brane is a sum over instanton quantum numbers,
so we will use the terminology “partition sum” and “instanton sum” interchangeably.
In section 3.1 we express the classical value of the action in terms of fluxes, while for the
moment ignoring the self-duality of the fields. In section 3.2 we do a Poisson resummation
to obtain a factorized expression for the classical partition sum. The calculation in these
two sections is similar in spirit to the one in [20]. In section 3.3, we follow Wittens
prescription [10] to incorporate the self-duality of the tensor fields, and write down the
final expression for the classical contribution to the partition sum. In section 3.4, we
rewrite this expression using an auxiliary variable t that will be useful to us later. Finally,
in sections 3.5 and 3.6 we use our results to study the examples of the five-brane wrapped
on K3× T 2 and (K3× T 2)/Z2.
3.1. The classical instanton action
As described in section 2.1, we are interested in the action of a two-form field B with
field strength H = dB, coupled to a background Ramond-Ramond three-form field C
with dC = 0. In fact, using the gauge invariance, this means that we can choose C to be
harmonic so that d∗C = 0 as well. The action is
S =
1
4pi
∫
X
1
2
(H − C) ∧ ∗(H − C)− iH ∧ C, (3.1)
where X denotes the Calabi-Yau manifold. According to the classical equation of motion
H satisfies d∗(H −C) = 0. When we take our constraints on C into account, this implies
that H is harmonic as well.
The numerical coefficients in the action (cf. [10, 20]) are fixed by demanding that the
fields can be made self-dual and that the C-field only couples to the self-dual part of H .
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In the presence of the background field, the condition of self-duality reads
∗ (H − C) = −i(H − C), (3.2)
where the factor i comes from the fact that we work in euclidean space. We will ignore
this self-duality constraint for the moment, and include it in our considerations in section
3.3.
The Calabi-Yau space has b3 = 2h2,1 + 2 three-cycles through which the field strength
H may have non-zero fluxes. We choose a basis of canonical homology 3-cycles AI , BI
(I = 1, . . . , g ≡ h2,1 + 1) in H3(X,Z), and denote the corresponding fluxes of H by∫
AI
H = 2pinI ,
∫
BI
H = 2pimI , (3.3)
Similarly the periods of the background C-field will be denoted by∫
AI
C = 2pixI1,
∫
BI
C = 2pix2,I . (3.4)
Note that since H and C are harmonic, every set of fluxes corresponds to a unique solution
of the equations of motion. Moreover, since H is a field strength there is the usual Dirac
quantization condition saying that nI , mI have to be integers. The variables x
I
1, x2,J are
angular variables and take values in R/Z.
It will be useful to formulate the result using the notation of special geometry which we will
now briefly review. On the moduli spaceMc of complex structures for the Calabi-Yau X ,
let us introduce the homogeneous coordinates zI and the prepotential F(z) (homogeneous
of degree two) defined by the periods of the holomorphic (3, 0) form Ω:
∫
AI
Ω = zI ,
∫
BI
Ω = FI ≡ ∂IF(z) (3.5)
(with ∂I ≡ ∂/∂zI). That the periods of Ω over the B-cycles can indeed be written in this
form is a standard result from special geometry. In terms of a dual canonical basis αI , β
I
of H3(X,Z) this means we can write Ω = zIαI +∂IF(z)βI . The derivatives ωI = ∂IΩ are
clearly linearly independent, and — since they correspond to first order perturbations of
a (3,0)-form — by Griffith’s transversality they span H3,0⊕H2,1. Together, the forms ωI
and their complex conjugates ω¯I form a basis of H
3(X,C). The periods of the ωI are∮
AI
ωJ = δ
I
J ,
∫
BI
ωJ = τIJ (3.6)
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where we introduced the period matrix∗
τIJ ≡ ∂I∂JF(z). (3.7)
The field strength H can now be written as
H = 2pihIωI + 2pih
I
ωI (3.8)
with
hI = − i
2
(mJ − τJKnK)(Imτ −1)IJ , (3.9)
and h¯I its complex conjugate. Similarly we can write
C = 2pixIωI + 2pix
IωI (3.10)
with
xI = − i
2
(x2,J − τ JKxK1 )(Im τ−1)IJ , (3.11)
where again, following from the fact that the periods x1, x2 are real, x¯
I is the complex
conjugate of xI .
Some remarks about our conventions should be made here. In the following all indices
I, J,K, . . . are lowered with Im τIJ and raised with its inverse, which we have denoted
above by (Im τ−1)IJ . Throughout this paper, we will interpret expressions of the form
Im τ−1 in this way, i.e. we first take the imaginary part and then the inverse.
To evaluate the classical action we make use of the fact that on a Calabi-Yau manifold
the action of the Hodge star on 3-forms is uniquely determined by the complex structure,
namely it acts as (−1)pi on (p, 3− p)-forms. Keeping this in mind, the evaluation of the
action is now straightforward. One finds
Sm,n(x; z) = 2pi
{
hIhI + x
IxI − 2xIhI − 2(h
I − xI)zI(hJ − xJ)zJ
|z|2
}
(3.12)
where hI depends on the integers mI and n
I through its definition (3.9). Here and in the
rest of the paper we use a notation where |z|2 = zIzI , z2 = zIzI and z2 = zIzI . The last
term in Sm,n arises because of the fact that the Hodge star acts with a relative minus sign
on the (3, 0) part. Despite its appearance, this term is positive definite since |z|2 < 0. This
∗Note that — as we will see more clearly later — the eigenvalues of the Hodge star have the consequence
that the imaginary part of τIJ is not positive definite, but has signature (h
2,1, 1).
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point will be important when we introduce the auxiliary variable t in section 3.4. Note
that to write down the last term, we really need our manifold to be a strict Calabi-Yau
(i.e. it must have full SU(3) holonomy) to make sure that all three-forms are primitive
so that there are no other three-forms which have a relative minus sign under the Hodge
star. In our examples, we will see how to deal with slightly more general cases.
3.2. Poisson resummation of the instanton sum
The classical partition function for the full (i.e. not self-dual) tensor field H is given by a
sum over all fluxes weighted by e−Sm,n :
Z(x; z) =
∑
m,n
e−Sm,n(x;z) (3.13)
We are interested in evaluating the partition sum for the self-dual tensor field. In fact,
the situation is similar to the situation for chiral bosons in two dimensions, see e.g. [10].
There it was found that the partition sum for the unconstrained boson can be rewritten
after a Poisson resummation as a sum of products of a chiral and an anti-chiral part.
The partition function for the chiral boson is then the chiral factor of one of the terms,
where the choice of a specific term is equivalent to the choice of a spin structure on the
two-dimensional manifold. We follow the same procedure here, and perform a Poisson
resummation on the integers mI :
Z(x; z) =
∑
p,n
e−Sˆp,n(x;z) (3.14)
where exp(−Sˆp,n) is the Fourier transform of exp(−Sm,n) with respect to the variable m.
To perform this Fourier transformation we need to invert the quadratic form involving
mI that appears in the action. We can read off this form by putting n
I = 0 and xI = 0
for a moment. This gives the quadratic term
pi
2
mI
{
(Im τ−1)IJ − 2z
IzJ
|z|2
}
mJ . (3.15)
To invert the matrix in brackets (or rather its symmetric part, which is what we need to
do the gaussian integral), we use the identity
(Im τ−1)IJ − z
IzJ + zIzJ
|z|2 = −(ImN
−1)IJ (3.16)
with
NIJ = τ IJ + 2izIzJ
z2
(3.17)
9
This identity is easily checked by multiplying both sides with ImN . Note that in contrast
with the holomorphic period matrix τIJ , the non-holomorphic matrix NIJ does have a
positive definite imaginary part.
The Poisson resummation is now a tedious but straightforward calculation, and in the
end we find
Z = (det ImN )1/2
∑
pL,pR
e−SpL,pR , (3.18)
where
SpL,pR = −ipipILN IJpJL − 2pi(2pL − x− x)Ix+I + ipipIRNIJpJR. (3.19)
In this expression we used the notation
x+I = (Im τ)IJx
J − zIzJ
z2
(x+ x)J , (3.20)
and the sum is over the lattice
pIL =
1
2
nI + pI
pIR =
1
2
nI − pI , (3.21)
where nI and pI are the integers that appear in the sum (3.14).
3.3. The sum over spin structures
In analogy with the case of the chiral boson [10], we would like to write this expression as
a sum of products of a chiral and an anti-chiral term, where the sum is over spin structures
on X . We can do this by observing that the (pL, pR)-lattice is a subset of the lattice of
“half-integers” (i.e. integer multiples of 1
2
) satisfying the conditions
pL + pR = n
pL − pR = 2p (3.22)
for p, n arbitrary integers†. From the first equation we see that pL and pR are either both
integer or both of the form “integer + 1
2
”, so we can replace the lattice sum by a sum
over k, l, α where
pL = k + α
pR = l + α (3.23)
with k, l integers, k−l even and α ∈ {0, 1
2
}. The condition that k−l is even can be satisfied
by inserting a sum over β ∈ {0, 1
2
} and a factor (−1)2β(k−l) in the partition function. Now
†For notational convenience, we leave out the indices I here.
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we have a sum over arbitrary integers k,m, so we can factorize the partition function:
Z = (det ImN )1/2
∑
αI ,βI∈{0,
1
2
}
Θα,β(x; z)Θα,β(0; z) (3.24)
with
Θα,β(x; z) =
∑
(p−α)I∈Z
exp 2pii
{−1
2
pINIJpJ + βIpI − i(2p− x− x)Ix+I
}
. (3.25)
Since ImN is positive this theta sum converges. Note that it is neither holomorphic in x
nor in z. The sum over α, β is the sum over spin structures we wanted to obtain, and we
can now identify the classical partition sum of the self-dual tensor theory with one of the
theta functions. That is, the classical contribution to the five-brane partition function is
ZclX = Θα,β(x; z). (3.26)
This is completely analogous to the way that chiral bosons in two dimensions lead to par-
tition functions that are equal to theta functions depending on a choice of spin structure.
The fact that we have to choose such a spin structure can best be compared to a choice
of discrete theta-angles in the theory.
Note that from the way the background C field (through its fluxes xI) couples in (3.24)
it follows that we have to take an anti-holomorphic theta function from this expansion.
Ultimately, this is a consequence of the choice of the sign of the second term in (3.1).
We made this choice in order to agree with the existing literature, and in particular to
have the matrix N IJ appearing in our theta function. In section 4, we will see that if
we choose the classical result to be anti-holomorphic, the quantum corrections to the
partition function will have a holomorphic behaviour. The fact that the two ingredients
have conjugate behaviour is really a physical result, but their individual behaviour is just
a matter of convention.
3.4. Introducing the auxiliary variable t
As will be explained in section 4, the result for the partition function can be understood
from a T-dual perspective in terms of the low energy N = 2 supergravity theory in 4
dimensions coming from the ten-dimensional type IIB theory. Indeed, the matrix NIJ we
introduced in (3.17) is known to represent the coupling of the various U(1) gauge fields
in N = 2 supergravity. In this context it is also well-known that the coupling of the
gauge fields can be expressed in an N = 1 superfield language in terms of the purely
holomorphic expression τIJ by introducing the Weyl multiplet that contains the auxiliary
11
graviphoton field T . Quite often it is useful to keep the graviphoton as an independent
field.
Similarly, in the present context it turns out to be useful to rewrite the theta function
(3.25) by introducing an analogous auxiliary variable t. One easily verifies that
Θα,β(x; z) =
√
z2
∑
(p−α)I∈Z
∫
dt e−2π(x
I−2tzI)xIe2πip
IβIΨp(x; tz, tz) (3.27)
where the “conformal block” Ψp is defined through
Ψp(x; z, z) = exp 2pii
{−1
2
pIτ IJp
J + 2ipI(zI − xI) + i(zI − xI)(zI − xI)
}
. (3.28)
These conformal blocks are now holomorphic functions of x but have mixed z and z
dependence (the latter through the anti-holomorphic period matrix τ ). Note that the
variable t only appears as a prefactor of zI . Hence, it can effectively be absorbed in a
rescaling of the holomorphic 3-form Ω. The function Ψp is homogeneous of degree zero in
the variable z and hence there is no t-dependence in (3.27).
It is instructive to write the anti-holomorphic conformal block, which as we saw is the
one appearing in the partition function of the self-dual two-form, in the following way:
Ψp(0; z, z) = exp 2pii
{
1
2
(pI + zI)τIJ(p
J + zJ)− pIF I − 12F
}
, (3.29)
where we set xI = 0, and F is the prepotential defined in (3.5). The z-dependence is now
all in the first term, and the last term can be viewed as the genus 0-term in a topological
expansion. We will come back to this remark in section 5.1.
To further clarify the meaning of the variable t, let us briefly go back to the original
expression (3.13) for Z in terms of the action (3.12). The partition sum Z can almost be
written as a gaussian integral of an auxiliary complex variable t, so that the last term in
the action appears as the result of the gaussian integration. The “almost” here refers to
the fact that the quadratic term in the integrand actually has the wrong sign. Ignoring
this for the moment and proceeding, we have
Z = |z|2
∑
m,n
∫
dtdt e−Sm,n(x;t,t), (3.30)
where
Sm,n(x; t, t) = 2pi
{
hIhI + x
IxI − 2xIhI
+2tzI(hI − xI) + 2tzI(hI − xI) + 2ttzIzI
}
. (3.31)
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Note that |z|2 < 0, so the “gaussian” integral indeed has the wrong sign.
Using this action, the Poisson resummation is much easier to perform, and we find
Z = |z|2(det Im τ)
∑
(pL,pR)∈Γ
∫
dtdt e−2π(x
I−2tzI)xIΨpL(x; tz, z)ΨpR(0; tz, z). (3.32)
Introducing the sum over spin structures as before, we again find the result (3.24) with
Θ defined as in (3.27). To see that the determinants match as well, note that
det ImN = det Im τ |z|
2
√
z2z2
. (3.33)
We have given an a posteriori justification for the introduction of the wrong-sign gaussian
integral. This procedure can probably be made mathematically more rigorous by either
introducing some cutoff at large t or by viewing the gaussian integral as a formal expression
meaning “evaluation of t at the saddle points”, and showing that this commutes with the
sum over m,n.
3.5. Example: The classical partition sum on K3× T 2
Before writing down the full expression for the five-brane partition function, we would like
to stop here and consider two specific examples. The first is the NS five-brane wrapped
on a K3 × T 2 manifold. Note that this is not a true Calabi-Yau manifold, since it has
SU(2) holonomy group. Nevertheless, it will turn out that we can describe it nicely using
the techniques of this section. The nice thing about this example is that the full answer
— including quantum corrections — is already known from two different points of view,
so it is a good way to test our results.
When we wrap a five-brane around K3 × T 2, we can do a dimensional reduction in two
obvious ways: reduce on K3 or reduce on T 2. First of all, when one reduces a single‡ five-
brane on the K3 manifold, a two-dimensional CFT appears that coincides with the world-
sheet theory of the heterotic string compactified on T 4 [21]. Since we use supersymmetric
boundary conditions, the resulting partition sum contains the contribution of only the
left-moving oscillators. It is given by the well-known expression
Z1 =
θ4,20(τ, τ¯)
η(τ)24
, (3.34)
‡In the case of k five-branes the partition function depends on the phase of the theory. In the “Coulomb
phase” the branes are separated in R4 and their contribution is simply Zk
1
. This corresponds to the dilute
gas approximation. In the “Higgs phase” we expect a non-abelian U(k) tensor theory. After the reduction
on K3 this phase should describe a bound state of k heterotic strings, i.e. a “long” heterotic string that
is wrapped k times on T 2. By summing over all these wrappings (connected covers of degree k) the
partition function for k branes is written as Zk = HkZ1 with Hk the k-th Hecke operator.
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where the denominator is the Dedekind η-function, and the numerator is the θ-function
on the momentum lattice Γ4,20 for the heterotic string:
θ4,20(τ, τ¯ ) =
∑
(pL,pR)∈Γ20,4
qp
2
L
/2q¯p
2
R
/2, (3.35)
with τ the complex modulus of the T 2, and q = e2πiτ . Alternatively, when we reduce the
theory on T 2, we obtain a U(k) N = 4 super Yang-Mills theory. The partition function
of the SYM theory on K3 can be computed directly [22, 23] as an exact sum of gauge
instantons with the same result (3.34).
The result (3.34) consists of a classical result given by the theta-function, and a quantum
part given by the eta-function. One would therefore expect to find the same classical
contribution using the techniques from this section. Let us now check that this is the
case; we will come back to the quantum contributions to this example in section 4.5. For
the moment, we set the C-field to zero.
We start with some geometrical notions. For more on the geometry of K3, the reader
may for instance consult [24]. Let us denote the complex coordinate on T 2 by w, and its
standard one-cycles by A,B. The complex structure parameter of the torus is denoted
by τ as usual. As for K3, we have the standard integral basis of two-cycles ΣI with
an intersection matrix M IJ of signature (3,19). The basis of two-forms that is dual to
this is denoted by ηI . Putting all of this together, we find a basis of three-forms on
K3 × T 2 given by ωI = ηI ∧ dw, ωI = ηI ∧ dw, and a basis of three-cycles given by
AI = ΣI × A,BI = ΣI × B. If the holomorphic three-form on K3 is given by zIηI , the
holomorphic three-form on K3× T 2 is given by Ω = zIωI .
The main point in this calculation is to find the analogue for the K3 × T 2 case of the
matrix N in (3.17). The first term is easily calculated, and is given by τ IJ = τMIJ , where
MIJ is the inverse matrix ofM
IJ . With the second term, we have to be a bit careful. Note
that the second term in (3.17) contains an operator that projects onto the (3, 0)-direction.
The origin of this operator lies in the fact that on this direction, the Hodge star acts with
an opposite eigenvalue. However, on K3 there are three directions in which the Hodge
star has the “wrong” eigenvalue, corresponding to the three negative eigenvalues of M .
Therefore, the result is that
NIJ = τMIJ + 2i(Im τ)MIKPKJ , (3.36)
where P now is a projection matrix on a three-dimensional subspace of the momentum
lattice Γ3,19.
Finally, we must insert this expression for N in our result (3.24), which without the
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C-field reads
Z =
∑
α,β∈{0,
1
2
}
∑
m,n∈Z−α
exp 2pii
{
1
2
mNm− 1
2
nNn+ β(m− n)
}
. (3.37)
To see that this expression really can be expressed in terms of the θ-function, choose a
basis pI for Γ3,19, so that MIJ = pI · pJ . Now we call
mIpI = p˜
L
nIpI = p˜
R, (3.38)
and we decompose the p˜L,R into their space-like and time-like parts with respect to this
basis as
p˜L,R = p˜L,R+ + p˜
L,R
− . (3.39)
Using this notation, we see that
mIMIJm
J = p˜L · p˜L
mIMIJP
J
Km
K = p˜L+ · p˜L+. (3.40)
Collecting everything, we see that we can write the partition function as
Z =
∑
α,β∈{0,
1
2
}
∑
p˜L,p˜R∈Γ3,19+α
exp pii
{
τ(p˜L−)
2 + τ(p˜L+)
2 − τ(p˜R−)2 − τ(p˜R+)2
+(Im τ)2β(p˜L − p˜R)
}
(3.41)
where Γ3,19 + α is the momentum lattice translated by the vector α. We see that the
terms with p˜L and with p˜R nicely form two separate theta functions:
Z =
∑
α,β∈{0,
1
2
}
θ
[
α
β
]
(τ) θ
[
α
β
]
(τ), (3.42)
where θ
[
α
β
]
are the theta functions on the lattice Γ3,19 with characteristics α, β. For
α = β = 0, these theta functions reduce to (3.35). Finally, to get the partition function
for the self-dual field, we have to take a single conformal block from this expression, and
we obtain a single theta-function as our partition function.
Our result differs from (3.34) in two ways. First of all, we find that we have to make a
choice of spin structure and that the theta-function we obtain can change according to
this. This is precisely what one would expect for a self-dual theory. Secondly, we obtain
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the theta-function corresponding to a lattice of signature (3,19), whereas there is a lattice
of signature (4,20) in (3.34). This difference is due to the fact that we only focussed on
the holomorphic two-form, but left the periodic scalar field on the NS five-brane out of
our discussion. As we noted in section 2.1, this is allowed for a Calabi-Yau manifold, but
not on a manifold with nontrivial one-cycles such as K3×T 2. Therefore, we should really
add the fluxes of the periodic scalar to our momentum lattice, in which case we would
find a theta-function on the full lattice Γ4,20.
Apart from these differences, which can be explained easily, we see that we obtain ex-
actly the correct classical partition function for this example, so we made a successful
consistency-check of our results so far. After we discuss the quantum contributions for
the general case in the next section, we will see in section 4.5 that we can reproduce the
quantum factor in (3.34) as well.
The inclusion of the C-field in our result is now straightforward, using the full expression
of formula (3.24). Since there is no really elegant and meaningful expression for the the
full result, we will not write it down here.
3.6. Example: The classical partition sum on (K3× T 2)/Z2
When the K3-manifold in the previous section is the double cover of a so-called Enriques
surface, we can divide out K3× T 2 by a certain Z2-action, which acts on T 2 as w → −w,
and has no fixed points on K3. We will denote the resulting manifold byM. This type of
manifold was constructed by Borcea and Voisin [18], and its application in string theory
has been studied for instance in [25, 26, 27].
The three-cycles onM can have two origins: there can be cycles that are the projections
of the invariant cycles on K3 × T 2, and there can be new “torsion” cycles Σ for which
2Σ = 0. In [26], it is shown that there are three of these torsion cycles; they will not
play a role in what follows, since they cannot support fluxes of H or C. The invariant
three-cycles of K3×T 2 can be constructed as follows. In [25], the action of the involution
on the two-cycles of K3 is given: let E8 be the intersection matrix of the root lattice of
the corresponding algebra, and σ the intersection matrix of the hyperbolic lattice:
σ =
(
0 1
1 0
)
. (3.43)
We can choose a certain integral basis of H2(K3,Z) such that the intersection matrix is
E8 ⊕ σ ⊕ E8 ⊕ σ ⊕ σ, (3.44)
and Z2 maps the first ten basis vectors on the next ten, and maps the final two basis
vectors to minus themselves. Therefore, we can construct the invariant two-cycles as
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follows:
Ai = A× (Σi − Σi+10) Bi = B ×Mij(Σj − Σj+10)
A11 = A× Σ21 B11 = B × Σ22
A12 = A× Σ22 B12 = B × Σ21,
(3.45)
where i = 1, . . . , 10. The intersection numbers of these cycles are
Ai ∩Bj = 2δij
A11 ∩ B11 = 1
A12 ∩ B12 = 1, (3.46)
and all other intersections vanish.
The story for the cohomology is similar: a basis of invariant three-forms is
ωˆi =
1
2
(ωi − ωi+10)
ωˆ11 = ω21
ωˆ12 = ω22. (3.47)
From [25], we know that the holomorphic two-form of K3 obtains a minus sign under the
Z2, so the holomorphic three-form ΩM = dz ∧ ΩK3 is invariant. In terms of the notation
of the previous section, this implies that zi = −zi+10, and z11 and z12 are arbitrary. The
projected holomorphic three-form is zˆI ωˆI , where I = 1, . . . , 12; zˆ
i = 2zi, zˆ11 = z21 and
zˆ12 = z22.
The period matrix is now very easy to find; it is
τIJ = τMIJ , (3.48)
where τ is the modular parameter of our original torus andMIJ = 2E8⊕2σ⊕σ. The reader
should note that in this expression 2E8 stands for the E8 intersection form multiplied by
two, and not for E8 ⊕E8.
Note that the lattice Γ2,10 corresponding to MIJ has two timelike basis vectors, so in this
respect we are not really dealing with a Calabi-Yau yet. This is also reflected in the fact
that the holonomy group of M is SU(2) × Z2 instead of the full SU(3), and in the fact
that some of the intersection numbers in (3.46) are 2 instead of 1. On the other hand,
M is a real Calabi-Yau in the sense that it does not have any free one-cycles and admits
only one covariantly constant spinor.
From this point on, our calculation is exactly the same as the one in the previous section,
where we replace the lattice Γ3,19 by Γ2,10 everywhere. The resulting classical partition
function is therefore the theta-function
Zα,β = θ
[
α
β
]
(τ), (3.49)
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on our lattice of signature (2,10) and for a specific choice (α, β) of spin structure. Note
that this is an automorphic function (i.e. it has weight 0) on the lattice Γ2,10, but since
this lattice is not self-dual, it is not a modular form under the full SL(2,Z) acting on τ ,
but only under a subgroup of it.
As in our previous example, it is relatively straightforward to include the C field in our
expressions, but since the resulting formula is not very enlightening we will not present it
here.
4. IIB perspective and the quantum contributions
After having studied the classical contributions to the five-brane partition sum, we would
like to find an expression for the full partition sum including quantum corrections. From
the type IIA point of view, we have not found a clear way to derive this expression.
However, there is some intuition, which we explain in section 4.1. Then we turn to the
T-dual description of our system (as described in section 2.2), where we can say much
more. As we said before, we find an N = 2 supergravity theory which we describe in
section 4.2. Before finding the quantum result, in section 4.3 we explicitly check that this
description gives us the same classical partition sum as the IIA-description did. Then in
section 4.4, we find the quantum contributions and write down the full partition function
for our system. Section 4.5 discusses the quantum aspects of our two examples.
4.1. The quantum contributions — type IIA point of view
As we mentioned before, our final claim in section 4.4 will be that the quantum correc-
tions to the partition function are given by the generating function of topological string
amplitudes. From the IIA point of view, we do not have a complete argument as to why
only the topological string amplitudes would appear in the partition function. However,
there might be some kind of “twisting argument” along the following lines. Note that
the geometry of the Calabi-Yau is such that if we put type II string theory on it, the
theory on the Calabi-Yau has two remaining supersymmetries. Now when we introduce
a five-brane, one of these supersymmetries is broken, and we are left with N = 1. The
Lorentz group in six dimensions is SO(6) ∼ SU(4), whereas the holonomy group of the
Calabi-Yau is SU(3). Therefore, there is a remaining U(1) inside the Lorentz group that
we could twist with the U(1) in the supersymmetry algebra. By general arguments [8]
branes wrapped on non-trivial cycles have a twisted supersymmetry algebra which causes
them to be described by topological field theories. For CY manifolds this twisting does
not change the physical properties, as e.g. is the case for the N = 4 super-Yang-Mills
theory on a K3 manifold [22]. This might lead to a topological version of the little string
theory that is equivalent to the topological string.
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Admittedly, this argument is very hand-waving and hard to make precise. Therefore, we
now turn to the T-dual description of our system, where we have much better control
over the quantum corrections to our partition function, and we will really be able to see
the appearance of the generating function for topological string amplitudes.
4.2. The field content of the supergravity theory
Now we turn to the T-dual description of our system, and we consider an arbitrary number
k of five-branes. Compactifying ten-dimensional type II supergravity on a CY manifold
gives a four-dimensional N = 2 supergravity theory. Recall from section 2.2 that the
presence of the five-branes means we will be studying N = 2 supergravity on an ALE-
space of type Ak−1. If we start with IIA supergravity, we obtain h
1,1 vector multiplets and
h2,1 hypermultiplets; if as in our case we start with IIB supergravity these numbers are
exchanged. Besides these multiplets, both theories contain the universal hypermultiplet
and the gravity (Weyl) multiplet.
On the IIA side, the complex moduli zI and the fluxes of the C-field xI are the scalars
in the h2,1 + 1 hypermultiplets. Therefore, after T-duality, these fields (at least the ones
that are not in the universal hypermultiplet) must correspond to fields in the h2,1 vector
multiplets on the IIB-side. Since T-duality acts transversely to the CY, nothing changes
to the complex structure moduli zI , so they are the scalars that appear in the vector
multiplets. (The overall length |z| is the field that is in the universal hypermultiplet.)
On the other hand, the fields xI correspond to the three-form field C, which — since it
only has legs along the CY — corresponds to a four-form field C(4) on the IIB side. After
reduction on the CY this field turns into a set of Abelian gauge fields with two-form field
strengths F I — one for each three-cycle of the Calabi-Yau. The real components of xI
are most easily recovered when we realize that after reduction of the gauge fields on the
T-duality circle, they split up into a three-dimensional real scalar and a three-dimensional
gauge field which can be dualized into a real scalar.
An important role in this section will be played by the auxiliary vector field that is in the
gravity multiplet, the graviphoton. As we will see, its field equations will set it equal to
the linear combination of F I that corresponds to the (3,0)-form of the Calabi-Yau.
Finally, we would like to see what the free parameters we summed over on the IIA-side,
i.e. the fluxes of the self-dual two-form, correspond to on the IIB-side. The easiest way
to see this is to look at the differences of these fluxes on two different five-branes labeled,
say, a and b. This difference is
pIa − pIb =
1
2pi
(∫
AI
Ha −
∫
AI
Hb
)
(4.1)
At first sight, this expression would seem to be zero, since we could draw an interval I
between the two three-cycles on a and b, and evaluate this expression as the integral of
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dH = 0 over AI × I. However, note that the presence of the C-field changes this since
a gauge transformation C → C + dB is not really a symmetry in the presence of the
five-branes, unless we compensate it by changing H → H + dB. Therefore, if Ca and
Cb differ by such a gauge transformation, so must Ha and Hb, and the above expression
becomes
pIa − pIb =
1
2pi
(∫
AI
Ca −
∫
AI
Cb
)
=
1
2pi
∫
AI×I
F (4) (4.2)
where F (4) is the field strength of C.
Now we can translate this expression to the IIB-picture. Note that if we let the two
five-branes a and b coincide on the IIA-side, this corresponds to the vanishing of a specific
two-cycle S2a,b on the IIB-side. Therefore, the interval I is effectively replaced by this two-
cycle under T-duality. Of course, the four-form field strength also becomes a five-form
field strength, so our claim is that on the IIB-side
pIa − pIb =
1
2pi
∫
Ai×S2
a,b
F (5)
=
1
2pi
∫
S2
a,b
F I . (4.3)
We therefore see that to relate our results of section 3 to the IIB-picture, we will have to
sum over the fluxes of the vector fields through the vanishing cycles of the ALE-space. As
we saw this only gives us the differences of the fluxes — we will come back to this point
later.
4.3. The classical part of the partition function
As we argued in the previous section, we are interested in the terms in the effective action
that contain the gauge field strengths F I and the graviphoton field strength T . The terms
in the supergravity action containing these fields and the fields zI that are in the same
supermultiplets are [28]:
S = − 1
2pi
∫
i
2
τIJF
I
− ∧ F J− − 2zIF I− ∧ T− − z2T− ∧ T− (4.4)
The subscript on F I− and T− refers to the fact that in our setup these fields are anti-self-
dual. In principle, the self-dual complex conjugate terms are in the action as well, but
we claim that these fields do not contribute in our limit. This follows from the fact that
we send the distances ∆x between the five-branes to zero in the IIA-picture. In the IIB-
picture, this means that the size of the cycles supporting the self-dual fields goes to zero
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(in fact, we know that when ∆x = 0, we are at the Ak−1-singularity, where we only have
the anti-self-dual cycles), and the fluxes of F I and T only come from the anti-self-dual
parts of these fields. We are going to be a bit sloppy here, since we should really follow the
same procedure as in the preceding section — first calculating partition functions with
arbitrary field strengths, and then taking holomorphic roots, where we need to make a
choice of spin structure. We will not carry out this analysis again (the details are left to
the ambitious reader), but carry on in this more imprecise way. We will see that for this
reason, our results will lack some phase factors, but for the rest they will be correct.
The field T− is an auxiliary field (the graviphoton field), so we may choose to integrate it
out. This will turn out to correspond to integrating out the auxiliary t-parameter on the
IIA-side. The equation of motion for T− is
T− = −zIF
I
−
z2
, (4.5)
and inserting this in the action we find
S = − 1
2pi
∫ (
i
2
τIJ +
zIzJ
z2
)
F I− ∧ F J−
= − 1
2pi
∫
i
2
N IJF I− ∧ F J−, (4.6)
where N is the same matrix (3.17) as before.
The solutions to the equation of motion for F are harmonic two-forms, and as we argued
in the previous section, we will have to sum over the fluxes of these harmonic forms.
Therefore we expand F I− in a basis α
a of harmonic forms:
F I− = 2pin
I
aα
a (4.7)
The 2pi is inserted so that the flux quantization condition forces the nIa to be integers or
half-integers, depending on a choice of spin structure on our manifold which as we said we
will leave out of our considerations. Since F I− is anti-self-dual, we can take a basis where
the αa that appear in the above equation have ∗αa = −αa, and hence the classical value
of the action is
S = −ipiN IJnIanJb
∫
αa ∧ αb
= −ipiN IJnIanJbQab. (4.8)
We now turn to the question what the matrix Qab is, or equivalently, what the basis
of harmonic forms αa is. If we would be on a compact four-dimensional manifold with
an Ak−1-singularity, the matrix Q would correspond to the intersection matrix of the
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vanishing 2-cycles at the singularity, which is the Ak−1 Cartan matrix corresponding to
the SU(k)-lattice:
Qab =

2 −1 0 0 · · ·
−1 2 −1 0 · · ·
0 −1 2 −1 · · ·
0 0 −1 2 · · ·
...
...
...
...
. . .
 (4.9)
The reason that we find this intersection matrix is that the overall charge of the five-
branes must be zero, since no flux can escape to infinity. In that case, the basis vectors
αa can be chosen to be of the form ea+1 − ea (for a = 1, . . . , k − 1), where each of the ei
corresponds to a single unit of flux through the i-th vanishing cycle. Note that since ei
and ej have intersection δij, these basis vectors indeed have the intersection matrix given
above. However, since we are on a noncompact manifold we can have a flux through the
sphere at infinity and hence a nonzero overall charge, so we have to add a harmonic form
α0 corresponding to an overall unit of flux through the sphere at infinity. Note that this
two-form will not be L2-normalizable, whereas all the other basis vectors are.
Of course, we can also take a basis α˜a = ea for a = 1, . . . , k, in which case the matrix Qab
simply becomes the identity matrix: Qab = δab. This is the Cartan matrix for U(k) (or
U(1)k), which is the correct group since we added a U(1) degree of freedom at infinity.
The difference between U(1)k and U(k) (or any groups in between) cannot be seen in this
analysis; the U(1)k case corresponds to the Coulomb branch, where the five-branes are
separated, and the U(k) case corresponds to the Higgs branch where the five-branes are
on top of each other. We will see that our analysis only covers the Coulomb branch.
Inserting the matrix Qab = δab in the action gives
S = −ipi
k∑
a=1
nIaN IJnJa . (4.10)
Now we have to perform the sum over the fluxes as we did on the IIA-side, and we find
ZclX,k =
∑
{nIa}
∑
s.s.
(−1)s.s.eiπ
∑k
a=1 n
I
aN IJn
J
a
=
∑
{nI}
∑
s.s.
(−1)s.s.eiπnIN IJnJ
k
= (ZclX)
k, (4.11)
where the second sum stands for the sum over spin structures, and we included a sign
that depends on this spin structure and that should follow from a careful analysis of
the self-duality of the fields. Zcl1 is indeed (modulo phase factors) the classical partition
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function of a single five-brane we found in section 3.2. The final expression shows that
we are on the Coulomb branch, since the different five-branes do not interact and all give
the same contribution to the partition function.
Similarly, we can do the calculation starting from (4.4), and expanding the classical value
of T−:
T− = 2pitaα
a, (4.12)
where we called the new variable t to agree with our previous result. The classical part
of the partition function now contains a sum over the fluxes nIa and an integral over the
variables ta:
ZclX,k =
∑
{nIa}
∫
dt1 · · · dtk exp 2pi
k∑
a=1
(
i
2
τIJn
I
an
J
a − 2zInIata − zIzIt2a
)
=
∑
{nI}
∫
dt exp 2pi
[
i
2
τIJn
InJ − 2zInIt− zIzIt2
]k
= (ZclX)
k. (4.13)
which is the result we found in section 3.4 after we introduced the variable t. Once again,
we left out the sum over spin structures and the corresponding signs, but of course they
should be included as well.
4.4. The quantum contributions — type IIB point of view
Now we want to find the quantum contributions to the five-brane partition function.
Therefore, we have to identify the terms in the 4-dimensional supergravity action that
come from these contributions. Recall that the four-dimensional space is an ALE space.
Such a space has a holonomy group SU(2) ⊂ SO(4) = SU(2) × SU(2). In terms of the
curvature, this means that the self-dual part of the curvature R = R+ +R− vanishes, so
the curvature is purely anti-self-dual. The corrections to the supergravity action that are
non-zero when the self-dual part of the curvature vanishes are explicitly known [29], and
they are of the form
Squ =
∫ ∞∑
g=1
R− ∧R−(gsT−)2g−2Fg(z, z). (4.14)
Moreover, in [29] it is explicitly shown that the Fg(z, z) coincide with the topological string
amplitudes at genus g. We have indicated that in general through the mechanism of the
holomorphic anomaly[16] these amplitudes also have an anti-holomorphic dependence.
Note that when we take the limit described in section 2, the only component of T that
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remains in this expression is the component T0 corresponding to the flux through the
sphere at infinity.
In our setup, the terms given above can easily be integrated. Note that (gsT )
2 is a
harmonic four-form, so we can take it out of the integral and replace it by the constant
λ2 = (gsT0)
2, (4.15)
where in our limit λ takes over the role of the string coupling constant. Moreover, since
R is anti-self-dual,
∫
R2− =
∫
R2 = χ, the Euler number of the ALE space. For an Ak−1
space this Euler number is k−1, and hence the contribution of these terms to the partition
function is
e−S
qu
= e(k−1)
∑
g≥1 λ
2g−2Fg(z,z)
= (ZquX )
k−1, (4.16)
i.e. the (k − 1)-th power of the quantum contribution that should correspond to a single
five-brane on the IIA-side. Note that again, there seems to be a “missing five-brane”
here. We will say more about this in section 5.3. Anyway this result leads to our main
conclusion: the quantum corrections in the particular decoupling limit of the five-brane
are given by the B-model topological string amplitudes
ZquX = exp
(∑
g≥1
λ2g−2Fg(z, z)
)
. (4.17)
So now, all the hard work is done, and we are ready to give our full result. Combining the
classical and the quantum results we found, the formula for the single five-brane partition
function in the limit we considered is
ZX = Θα,β(x; z, z) exp
(∑
g≥1
Fg(z, z)λ2g−2
)
, (4.18)
where the first factor is the classical result (3.25), and the second factor represents the
quantum contributions.
4.5. Examples: K3× T 2 and (K3× T 2)/Z2
We now return to the examples we studied in sections 3.5 and 3.6. The first of these was
the example of the five-brane wrapped around K3× T 2. We recall that the full partition
function in this case is known from two different calculations, and reads
Z1 =
θ4,20(τ, τ)
η(τ)24
. (4.19)
In section 3.5 we checked that our classical contribution also gives a theta-function similar
to the one above. We would now like to study the quantum contributions to this partition
function.
In fact, because of the N = 4 supersymmetry there are only one-loop contributions in this
specific case. Therefore, to find the full quantum corrected partition function, we need to
know the one-loop amplitude for topological strings on K3× T 2, which was calculated in
[30]. The result is that
F c1 = −24 log |η(τ)|, (4.20)
where the superscript c refers to the fact that we take the contribution to F1 that depends
on the complex structure moduli. Exponentialing this, we find exactly the quantum
contribution to (4.19).
Next, we turn to our second example: M = (K3 × T 2)/Z2. Here, as far as we know,
we cannot compare our results to results in the literature as we did in the K3 × T 2
case. However, the topological one-loop amplitude for this example is known, and it is
calculated in [27]. The result is that
F1 = − log |η24(2τ)ΦBE(y)|, (4.21)
where y represents the holomorphic two-form (before dividing out the Z2) of K3 × T 2,
and ΦBE is a certain modular form of weight 4 on Γ2,10 which was called the Borcherds-
Enriques form in [27]. Putting this result together with the classical result we found
in section 3.6, we find that up to one-loop corrections, the partition function for the
five-brane on M is
ZX =
θ2,10(τ, τ)
η24(2τ)ΦBE(y)
. (4.22)
This result is still an automorphic form of weight 4 on Γ2,10, and transforms as a modular
form under a subgroup of SL(2,Z) acting on τ . SinceM only preserves half of the super-
symmetry that K3× T 2 preserves, one expects that there are higher-loop Fg-corrections
to this expression as well.
5. Remarks and open questions
The result we found in the previous section leads to many interesting remarks and open
questions. In this section, we mention three of these. We begin by observing in section
5.1 that both the classical and the quantum part of the partition function satisfy a holo-
morphic anomaly equation. Though we have some arguments as to why this is the case,
we do not yet understand the reasons for this completely. In section 5.2, we ask some
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interesting questions about the one-loop contribution to our partition sum. Finally, in
section 5.3 we discuss the “missing five-brane”, another point that is still not completely
clear to us.
5.1. The holomorphic anomaly equation
We will now show that the holomorphic blocks Ψp(x; z, z) obtained in (3.28) satisfy exactly
the same holomorphic anomaly equations that the generating function for topological
string amplitudes satisfies, and that were found by Bershadsky et. al. [16] Indeed, it was
noted byWitten [17] that these equations can be interpreted as a Knizhnik-Zamolodchikov
type equation for the holomorphic quantization of the space H3(X,R) of three forms on
the Calabi-Yau manifoldX . This space carries a natural symplectic structure
∫
X
δ1Ω∧δ2Ω,
with δ1,2Ω ∈ H3(X,R), which can be used to quantize it.
More precisely, a straightforward calculation shows that the functions Ψp(x; z, z) obey the
following equations:
∂
∂zI
Ψp(x; z, z) =
[
∂
∂xI
− i
2
CIJ
KxJ
∂
∂xK
− ipiCIJKxJxK
]
Ψp(x; z, z)
∂
∂zI
Ψp(x; z, z) =
[
1
16pii
CI
JK ∂
2
∂xJ∂xK
+
1
4i
CIJ
J
]
Ψp(x; z, z) (5.1)
with
CIJK = ∂KτIJ = ∂I∂J∂KF (5.2)
Note that if we put x = 0 we find the equation
[
∂
∂zI
− ∂If1
]
Ψp(0; z, z) =
[
1
16pii
CI
JK D
2
DzJDzK
]
Ψp(0; z, z) (5.3)
where the covariant derivatives are with respect to the metric Im τIJ , i.e. they contain the
Christoffel symbols ΓIJ
K = i
2
CIJ
K . The function f1(z) is defined by
f1 = −12 log det Im τ, (5.4)
so that ∂If1 =
1
4i
C¯JIJ = −12 Γ¯JIJ .
The reader who is familiar with the work [16] will note that (5.3) is very similar to the
holomorphic anomaly equation satisfied by the generating function for the topological
string amplitudes, and that (5.1) look like the equations for the generating functions of
correlation functions. However, there are some differences between the equations above
and the equations found by Beshadsky et al. The reason for this is that strictly speaking
the variables zI are coordinates on the “large phase space” M̂c which parametrizes a
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complex structure together with a choice of holomorphic (3, 0)-form Ω. In other words
they represent projective coordinates on the “small phase space”Mc, the moduli space of
complex structures. In order to relate our equations to the ones obtained by Bershadsky
et al. and Witten we therefore have to use the inhomogeneous coordinates on Mc, that
describe only the (2, 1)-part variation of the holomorphic 3-form.
We do this as follows. For given values of the moduli we can write for any 3-form x = xIωI
x = x⊥ + x0, x⊥ ∈ H2,1, x0 ∈ H3,0 (5.5)
with (x⊥, z) = 0 and x0 = z(x, z)/(z, z). Using this split we can define a derivative ∂
⊥
I
that describes the variations in the (2, 1) direction satisfying zI∂⊥I = 0. In terms of the
Ka¨hler form
K = − log(z, z) = −Im (zIFI) (5.6)
this derivative is given by
∂⊥I = ∂I + ∂IKz
J∂J . (5.7)
Moreover, in the topological string theory the amplitudes are defined on the small phase
space Mc, but they are in addition functions of the string coupling constant λ, with the
genus g contribution weighted by λ2g−2. The function Ψp(x; z, z) can be expressed in
terms of these variables (as will be explained in the appendix) by imposing the relations
(
λ
∂
∂λ
+ xI
∂
∂xI
+ zI
∂
∂zI
)
Ψ = 0, (5.8)
and
zI
∂
∂zI
Ψ = zI
∂
∂xI
Ψ, zI
∂
∂zI
Ψ = 0. (5.9)
Using the relations (5.5-5.9) the BCOV equations which are formulated on the small phase
space are seen to coincide with our equations as derived on the large phase space. Details
of this calculation are given in appendix A.
Note that in our final answer (4.18), the complex conjugate of Ψp appears. This means
that this factor in our answer satisfies an anti-holomorphic anomaly equation, whereas the
quantum factor satisfies the (complex conjugate) holomorphic anomaly equation. Simi-
larly, in (3.29), F appears, whereas in the quantum terms the holomorphic Fg’s appear∗.
Following Wittens arguments in [17], the anomaly equations state that the corresponding
quantities live in a line bundle over the moduli space of complex structures, and are in
some sense independent of the chosen background complex structure. Apparently both
∗It is tempting to identify t with λ−1 to make this correspondence even more precise, but we do not
have any clear physical arguments to support this idea.
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the classical result and the quantum contributions have this property separately. More-
over, if Ψ1 and Ψ2 are two objects satisfying holomorphic and anti-holomorphic anomaly
equations respectively, there is a natural inner product of the form∫
dx e−xxΨ1Ψ2 (5.10)
which gives an anomaly-free result. In fact, this inner product is background independent
[17]. It has no z and z dependence and is therefore a topological invariant associated to
the CY manifold.
Why would one integrate over the x variables? They are expectation values of the super-
gravity scalar fields at infinity. If we would compactify the four-dimensional (euclidean)
space-time M4 one would be forced to integrate over these vev’s. The result then rep-
resents the partition function of the full ten-dimensional Type II string on the compact
ten-manifold X ×M . Because of supersymmetry this partition function corresponds to a
topological index and is therefore background independent.
5.2. The one loop contribution
In section 4.5 we explicitly calculated the one-loop corrections to the partition function in
two examples — where in one case the one-loop correction actually was the only correction.
Since after the classical contribution the one-loop corrections are the easiest ones to get a
grip on, one might wonder if we could give some more proof for our formulas by doing an
explicit calculation. In fact, a general expression for F1 is known [16, 27], and it is given
by
F1 =
∑
0≤p,q≤3
pq(−1)p+q log det′∆p,q
= 9 log det′∆0,0 − 6 log det′∆1,0 + log det∆1,1, (5.11)
where det′∆p,q is the determinant of the ∂-operator acting on (p, q)-forms with the zero-
modes left out, and in the second line we used the special properties of the Calabi-Yau.
One would like to reproduce this result directly from a one-loop calculation in the field
theory on the CY that we obtain in our limit. A naive guess would be that the one-loop
result would simply come from the determinants of the Laplacians and Dirac operators
for all the fields in our theory. However (although again one has to be careful with the
self-duality of the tensor field), this does not seem to give the right numerical prefactors
in (5.11). The reason is probably related to the reason why these exponents appear in
(5.11): if we would calculate the exact partition function for the topological string on
a CY, the result would be zero since there are fermion zero modes we integrate over.
Here the zero-modes have to be absorbed by introducing fermionic operators in the path
integral leading to the partition function. We suppose that a similar calculation has to be
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done in the five-brane field theory, and one would obtain the correct one-loop contribution
(5.11). It would be interesting to work this out in detail.
5.3. The missing five-brane
At several points in this paper, we encountered a “missing five-brane”: we inserted k five-
branes in the IIA-theory, but the results on the IIB-side seem to apply to k−1 five-branes.
In section 4.2, this problem showed up in the form of a sum over differences of fluxes
instead of over the fluxes themselves. In section 4.3, we could cure this problem, though
in an admittedly heuristic way, by introducing a U(1) degree of freedom corresponding to
the overall flux at infinity. However, our quantum result in section 4.4 again showed only
k − 1 five-branes, and we were not really able to cure this problem here.
There are two ways out of this problem. The nicest way would be to completely under-
stand the degrees of freedom at infinity, and include them in our quantum calculation
as well. However, one could also take the limit of large k and look at an “ideal dilute
gas of five-branes”, and only look at the leading k-behaviour. This way of looking at
things, though of course much less satisfying theoretically, would clearly reproduce the
right results.
We feel that to completely solve this problem, a better analysis of the T-duality between
the set of five-branes in type IIA and the Taub-NUT space, and especially of the decom-
pactification limit, is needed. It would be very interesting to carry out such an analysis.
6. Conclusion
In this paper, we computed the partition function for the NS five-brane of type IIA string
theory, including its quantum corrections, in a double scaling limit very similar to [6]
in the presence of a flat RR three-form field. The result is an expansion in the string
coupling constant, where the leading term is the sum over classical fluxes of the self-dual
two-form field that lives on the five-brane, and the corrections are given by the higher-loop
amplitudes of B-model topological strings.
There are many interesting open questions, three of which we described in section 5. We
would like to have a better understanding of the appearance of the holomorphic anomaly
equations; we would like to be able to calculate the one-loop contribution to the partition
function directly, and we would like to have a cure for the “missing five-brane” problem.
Besides this, it would of course be interesting to apply our results to more examples, and
in particular to a Calabi-Yau manifold that has a full SU(3) holonomy group, such as the
quintic.
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A. Derivation of the BCOV-equations
In section 5.1, we obtained two equations for the conformal blocks Ψ(xI ; zI , zI):
∂IΨ =
[
∂xI −
i
2
CIJ
KxJ∂xK − ipiCIJKxJxK
]
Ψ, (A.1)
(∂I − ∂If1)Ψ =
[
1
16pii
CI
JK∂xJ∂
x
K
]
Ψ. (A.2)
Throughout this appendix we will use a shorhand for derivatives where ∂I , ∂I are deriva-
tives with respect to zI and zI respectively, and derivatives with respect to another vari-
able such as xI have this variable as a superscript.
We want to relate these equations to the holomorphic anomaly equations for the topolog-
ical string partition function Ψˆ(xi; zi, zi;λ), that were found [16] by Bershadsky, Cecotti,
Ooguri and Vafa (BCOV). These equations read
∂iΨˆ =
[
∂xi − Γkijxj∂xk −
1
2λ2
Cijkx
jxk + ∂iKλ∂
λ
]
Ψˆ
(
∂ı − ∂ıf1
)
Ψˆ =
[
λ2
2
C ıke
2KGjGkk∂xj ∂
x
k −Gıjxj(xk∂xk + λ∂λ)
]
Ψˆ. (A.3)
The equations look quite similar, but there are three important differences, which will be
discussed below.
Dependence on λ
First of all, the BCOV-equations contain the string coupling constant λ. In our approach,
we set the prefactor of 1/λ2 in the action to 1; we can reintroduce it by scaling x and z
by a factor of λ. Our equations now obtain the same factors of λ as (A.3).
Reintroducing λ means that our result will be a homogeneous function of degree zero in
z, x, and λ. This gives us an extra differential equation:(
λ
∂
∂λ
+ xI
∂
∂xI
+ zI
∂
∂zI
)
Ψ = 0. (A.4)
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From large to small phase space
Our equations are written in terms of the coordinates zI , living in the “large phase space”
H3,0(X) ⊕ H2,1(X). However, the original BCOV-equations are written in terms of the
space of all complex structures on X , which is locally isomorphic to H2,1(X). Therefore,
we want to restrict our differential equations to some surface∗ zI = f I(zi), where the
number of i is one less than the number of I, and the surface cuts every line through the
origin in zI-space once.
We want to do something similar to x, but at first it is not obvious how we should
choose the xi to get to the BCOV-equations. However, it is clear from the form of the
conformal blocks (3.28) that the part xI0 of x
I in the direction of zI can be absorbed in zI .
Our equation therefore only depends on the perpendicular part xI⊥ of x
I . This quantity
depends on zI , so if we define Ψˆ(x; z, z;λ) = Ψ(x⊥; z, z;λ), its z-derivatives are given by
∂IΨˆ =
(
∂I +
∂xJ⊥
∂zI
∂xJ
)
Ψ, (A.5)
and similarly for the z-derivatives.
The Ka¨hler metric
Finally, we have to express our equations in terms of the Ka¨hler (Zamolodchikov) metric
defined by e−K =
∫
Ω ∧ Ω, which in our notation becomes
K = − log(zIzI), (A.6)
where we ignored a constant term.
An important property of K is that it is constant on surfaces of constant |z|, so we can
use its first derivative to project vectors and vector fields in the z-direction. For example,
we have
xI⊥ = x
I + ∂JKz
IxJ , (A.7)
which allows us to calculate the derivatives appearing in (A.5):
∂Ix
J
⊥ = (δ
J
I + ∂IKz
J )∂LKx
L = 0 (A.8)
∂Ix
J
⊥ = GIKx
KzJ , (A.9)
where in the first line we used that ∂LKx
L = ∂LKx
L
0 which vanishes since we set x0 = 0,
and in the second line GIJ is the second derivative of the Ka¨hler form K.
∗The reader should not be confused by the similar notation for the completely different quantities f1
and f I .
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Some more relations
There are a few more relations we have to derive before we can rewrite our equations.
First, note that zICIJK = 0, which we can insert in (A.1) and (A.2) to obtain
zI
∂
∂zI
Ψ = zI
∂
∂xI
Ψ (A.10)
zI∂IΨ = 0. (A.11)
The relations (A.4), (A.10) and (A.11) will be the key ingredients in rewriting our equa-
tions in terms of the new variables.
Finally, we would like to express the derivatives ∂i in terms of ∂I . Note that
∂Ψ
∂zi
=
(
∂f I⊥
∂zi
+
∂f I0
∂zi
)
∂Ψ
∂zI
=
(
∂f I⊥
∂zi
− ∂K
∂zi
zI
)
∂Ψ
∂zI
, (A.12)
where in the last line we used the fact that f I0 is uniquely parameterized by K. Of course,
everything we did here also holds for the zI-derivatives.
The BCOV-equations
So now we collect everything we derived so far to reach our final answer. Using (A.12),
(A.4) and (A.1) we obtain
∂iΨˆ = ∂if
I
⊥
(
∂xI −
i
2
CIJ
KxJ⊥∂
x
K −
1
2λ2
CIJKx
J
⊥x
K
⊥
)
Ψ+ ∂iK(λ∂
λ + xI⊥∂
x
I )Ψ. (A.13)
Now it is clear what is the right way to define the xi: they should be such that
xI⊥ =
∂f I⊥
∂zi
xi. (A.14)
Inserting this in (A.13), we can remove all upper case indices and obtain
∂iΨˆ =
(
∂xi −
i
2
Cij
kxj∂xk −
1
2λ2
Cijkx
jxk
)
Ψˆ + ∂iK(λ∂
λ + xi∂xi )Ψˆ. (A.15)
Now note that the Ka¨hler metric and the metric Im τ are related by
Im τIJ = −2iGIJe−K , (A.16)
32
when acting on the perpendicular coordinates. From this equation, it is straightforward
to write down the Cristoffel symbols for the Ka¨hler metric:
Γijk =
1
2
∂iGjk = (
1
8
Cijk +
i
4
∂iK(Im τ)jk)e
K . (A.17)
Inserting this in our result gives:
∂iΨˆ =
[
∂xi − Γkijxj∂xk −
1
2λ2
Cijkx
jxk + ∂iKλ∂
λ
]
Ψˆ, (A.18)
which is the first BCOV-equation.
The calculations to get to the second BCOV-equation are very similar: using the defini-
tions and the homogeneity relations, we find
∂ıΨˆ = ∂ıf
I
⊥
(
∂If1 +
λ2
8
CI
JK
∂xJ∂
x
K −GIKxK⊥ (xJ⊥∂xJ + λ∂λ)
)
Ψ. (A.19)
Now we can again insert the Ka¨hler metric and replace upper case indices by lower case
ones, and we obtain the second BCOV-equation:
(
∂ı − ∂ıf1
)
Ψˆ =
[
λ2
2
C ıke
2KGjGkk∂xj ∂
x
k −Gıjxj(xk∂xk + λ∂λ)
]
Ψˆ, (A.20)
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